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Maui Branch Church celebrated  
 

67 Years of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God on Maui 
 

By Sis. Misty Griffiths 

   What a beautiful Sunday morning it was as we celebrated 
our 67th Anniversary of the Maui Branch Church on No-
vember 8, 2020.  We surely missed all our brothers and 
sisters from the neighbor islands as many were unable to 
travel due to the COVID-19 restrictions, however, this cur-
rent Pandemic did not stop us from raising our voices in 
songs and praises and most importantly, Godôs Message of 
the Gospel was preached. 
   The Maui saints were delighted to have Head Pastor Wil-
liam M. Han, Jr. and Sis. Roslyn Han join us along with 
Pastor Reginald and Sis. Jessie Ann Castanares, Sr. of Mo-
lokai.   
   We opened our service with the Lordôs Prayer led by 
Head Pastor William M. Han, Jr., then the congregation 
lifted their voices to a fitting song, ñPreach The Four 
Square Gospelò. 
   The service included musical selections by members of 
the Maui Branch Church and our lively pianist, whose fin-
gers on the keyboard brings alive the old time gospel 
songs.  The orchestra played their ukuleleôs to the songs 
entitled, ñNo, Not One!ò and ñBringing In The Sheavesò.  

The Choir sang the beautiful song, ñThe Longer I Serve 
Himò and closed with the upbeat song, ñI Saw The Lightò; 
as the congregation joined in clapping along to the song.  
Bro. Lee Taylor played an instrumental entitled, ñBattle 
Hymn Of The Republicò on the piano.  And we were 
blessed to have none other than our favorite all time sing-
er, Pastor Kenneth M. Alverio and Sis. Misty Griffths 
who sang a stirring duet entitled, ñIt Is Well With My 
Soul.ò 
   As mentioned earlier, No pandemic can stop the Word 
of God.  Our Head Pastor William M. Han, Jr., gave us the 
history of the Gospel work that was started here on the 
island of Maui 67 years ago.  He brought forth the Word 
of God, and  preached the Gospel of Salvation. 
   Pastor Kenneth M. Alverio, along with the Maui saints 
surely miss our dear Sis. Dolly Alverio as she was unable 
to attend the service, however we rejoice and claimed the 
healing victory for her.  We praise and Thank the Lord 
Jesus for a Wonderful 67th Maui Branch Church Anniver-
sary! 

L-R: Maui Pastor Kenneth M. Alverio, Head Pastor William M. Han, Jr. & Molokai Pastor Reginald V. Castanares, Sr.  and the Maui Branch Church 

Orchestra, with Maui Pastor Kenneth Alverio on the drums. 
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Gospel message 
 

Thanksgiving Sacrifices 
 

By Associate Pastor Melvin Honda 

   A sacrifice is giving up something in order to obtain 
something of a greater value.  In the Old Testament ani-
mals were slain (atoning sacrifices) to make amends or 
removal of sins ((Leviticus 4:1-5; 7:1-6).  All the sacri-
fices offered in the Old Testament could not compare to 
the ultimate and sinless sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the 
cross for the sin of the world.  ñFor in that he died, he 
died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto 
Godò (Romans 6:10). 
 
   As believers in Jesus Christ, we cannot have spiritual 
amnesia and forget all what the Lord has done for us: 
He bought us with His own blood, He removes our sins, 
He blesses us and gives us a lively hope of His coming.  
How do we show our gratitude, thanksgiving, and ap-
preciation to Him? What or how should we show our 
thanksgiving sacrifices to Him?   The Apostle Paul 
gives us scriptural guidance found in Romans 12:1-2: 
ñI beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.  
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of 
God.ò  Paul describes that the best way that we can give 
thanks to God is by living our lives for and toward Him. 
We must always remember who we are and why we are 
here. 
 
  Dissatisfaction and being unthankful comes when our 
attention shifts from ñwhat we haveò to ñwhat we donôt 
have.ò  The Lord brought out the Israelites from bond-
age in Egypt.  But they faced many inconveniences on 
their travel to the Promised Land.  They complained 
(Numbers 11;1-3,11) and they did not appreciate what 
God did for them: setting them free from oppression, 
creating a new nation, and leading them to the Promised 
Land.   To have the spirit of thanksgiving we should be 
attentive and conscious of what occupies our thoughts 
and attention.   Are we thankful and grateful for what 
God has provided for us?  Habakkuk tells us that when 
our lives are in turmoil, when we are tested and tried to 
the limit, God is always there: ñAlthough the fig tree 
shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the 
labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield 
no meat;  the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and 
there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in 
the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salva-
tionò (Habakkuk 3:17-18).  Habakkukós life was not 
controlled by the difficulties around him, but in Godôs 
ability to give him the faith and strength to endure them.   
Thus, his thanksgiving and service to God never ceased. 
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Souls Saved 
 

Monthly Update of Souls 
Saved and Filled 

   From October 12, thru November 8, 2020, a total of 
3 souls were baptized in the Name of Jesus Christ 
and no soul was filled with the Holy Ghost. 
 
 
Correction: In our September/October crusader 
there were two souls saved instead of one. 

 
    

Chayston Yaplag 
10-18-20 

Hawaiôi Island 

   In Colossians, 3:14-17, the Apostle Paul describes a 
Christian as a person who must represent Jesus Christ at 
all times.  Wherever we go, whatever we say, our 
words, and our action and reactions must personify 
Christ.  This is a lifelong process of spiritual education 
and growth.  
 
   Our thankfulness, gratitude, praise, and worship to-
ward the Lord should never cease.   Always express our 
appreciation for what He has done.  Let our thanksgiv-
ing sacrifices never diminish nor cease for only through 
our Lord Jesus Christ can we claim the victory (I Co-
rinthians 15:57).  The elements of true thanksgiving 
are: (1) always remember what God has done for you; 
(2) tell others about it; and, (3) sacrifice our resources, 
time, and service to the Lord. 

Analyn B. Setera 
11-1-20 
Balogo 

John P. Valera 
11-1-20 
Balogo 



 

Babies blessed 

   RYKER-REESE SANCHES 
was born on October 14, 2020 at 
Kaiser Permanente Hospital.  He 
weighed 8 lbs. 2 oz. and was 21 
inches in length.  Parents are 
Shra Daniel and RJ Sanches.  
Paternal grandparents are Bro. & 
Sis. Rocky (Lorna) Sanches.  
Maternal grandparents are Mr. 

& Mrs.  Benkin (Tulpe) Daniel.  He was  blessed on Sunday, 
October 25, 2020, by Head Pastor William M. Han, Jr. in the 
Temple. 

Editorial 
 

In Everything Give Thanks 
 

By Head Pastor William M. Han, Jr. 

   The Apostle Paul in his first epistle to the church at Thessa-
lonica, instructed and reminded the believers that, ñIn every 
thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
concerning youò (I Thessalonians 5:18).  Paul did not only 
mean to give thanks for when things are going well and one is 
blessed beyond oneôs wildest dreams, but also thru oneôs 
tests, trials and persecutions.   
   We do not always understand the things in which we find 
ourselves.  We may think at times that God is not there!  
Sometimes we try so hard to find him.  No matter where we 
look we just canôt seem to find, see or hear Him. 
   Job said, ñBehold, I go forward, but he is not there; and 
backward, but I cannot perceive him: On the left hand, where 
he doth work, but I cannot behold him: he hideth himself on 
the right hand, that I cannot see him: But he knoweth the way 
that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as 
gold.ò (Job 23:8-10). 
   Job, covered ñéwith sore boils from the sole of his foot 
unto his crownò (Job 2:7), had great faith.  Jobôs wife tried to 
persuade him to curse God and die!  ñBut he said unto her, 
Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh.  What?  
shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not 
receive evil?  In all this did not Job sin with his lipsò (Job 
2:9, 10).  Job never lost his faith in God and in the end was 
blessed doubly of all that he had (Job 42:7-13). 
   By faith Job sees his trial as from God and like metal that is 
purified in a furnace, so, too, Job believed that he would be 
purified (Job 19:25-27).  We, too, must see our tests and tri-
als as opportunities to exercise our faith, for ñéwithout faith 
it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that dili-
gently seek himò (Hebrews 11:6). 
   Life and perhaps even oneôs faith gets tested when things 
just doesnôt seem to go oneôs way and doesnôt seem that God 
is listening or is just not working in oneôs favor.  It seems that 
for every person that prospers financially, there is someone 
that does not.  For every person that is miraculously healed of 
cancer, diabetes or some other dreaded disease, there is some-
one who isnôt.  For every person that is delivered from the 
ñfiery furnaceò there always seems to be somebody left in it.  
What is one to do? 
   One needs to believe that God is in control and sovereign 
over all!  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, did not doubt 
that God would deliver them.  They merely showed their faith 
that even if God did not deliver them as they believed He 
would, they would still trust Him (Daniel 3:17, 18)! 
   We who are human by nature, all too many times cannot 
fathom the thought that God will not always do as we expect 
or wish Him to do.  Does that mean God does not hear, see or 
care?  Absolutely not!  What we need is great faith which 
endures, submitting wholly to God in the face of adversity.  
By knowing and believing that God is in control, one will 
come to the realization that God does not fail!  Jesus never 
fails! 
   It takes great faith in the Lord to always give thanks, not 
forgetting His benefits, forgiveness, mercy and grace which 
we so undeservingly receive freely.  In everything, good or 

bad, give thanks!  ñO come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us 
make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.  Let us come 
before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful 
noise unto him with psalms.  For the LORD is a great God, 
and a great King above all godsò (Psalm 95:1-3). 
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   Special Events 
 

òO give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: 
for his mercy endureth for everó (Psalm 136:1). 

November 26, 2020, Thursday 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating the Birth of Christ 

December 19, 2020, Sunday 
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Left:  Maui Pastor Kenneth M. Alverio, Head Pastor William M. Han, Jr., & Molokai Pastor Reginald V. Castanares, Sr.   (Center): Sisters Irene 

Neal, Dee Higashi, Maui Pastor Kenneth M. Alverio, Head Pastor William M. Han, Jr., Molokai Pastor Reginald V. Castanares, Sr., Mary Alice 

Masuda, Mamo Pagay & Misty Griffiths.   (Right): Bro. Lee Taylor was our pianist for the morning service, sitting behind him is Sis. Cathy Tay-

lor. 

L-R:  A duet by Maui Branch Pastor Kenneth M. Alverio & Sis. Misty Griffiths and the Maui Branch Church Choir.  

L-R:  The Maui Branch Church congregation rejoices with songs & praises to our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ at our 67th Maui Anniversary 

Service on Sunday, November 8, 2020.  The students of the Maui Branch Church Sunday School Nursery & Beginners Classes with Sunday 

School Teacher Sis. Misty Griffiths, and Primary & Junior Classes with Sunday School Teacher Sis. Mamo Pagay. 


