
 

1 

 

TELECAST SERMON FOR 
SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2025    (MEMORIAL DAY) 

"OLD SOLDIERS NEVER DIE"   
HEAD PASTOR BILLY HAN, JR. 

 
Thank you, Melvin! 
 
We have all won victories in one way or another.  Yes viewers, we should praise and thank 
God for them.  However, many tend to seek the Lord only in time of need.  We forget the 
greater picture, which is, our responsibility, "to serve and please God."  We fail in this 
endeavor, because  as humans, we tend to regard the Lord only in terms of how He can 
serve and please us.  At some point in time we reversed the role of God and man.   
 
Therefore, one step towards rectifying the existing situation is to make the reading of God's 
Word an important and major part of our lives.  After all, His Word is a lamp unto our feet, 
and His Word is forever settled in heaven.  I pray, viewers, my sermon, "OLD SOLDIERS 
NEVER DIE," will serve its purpose and draw you closer to our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, and bring to memory, our obligations to Him. 
 
Memorial Day is a day set aside in America for honoring the members of the armed forces, 
who have died, defending the freedom, enjoyed by all Americans and those who have fled 
their native lands to take advantage of the opportunities and privileges found only in America 
the beautiful, the land of the free and home of the Brave.   
 
As we go back, the day originated during the Civil War, when a Virginia woman of French 
descent, accompanied by others, decorated the graves of both Union and Confederate 
soldiers.   Many think she chose May 30th because on that date, Napoleon's body was 
returned to France from the island of St. Helena.   
 
Therefore, we find that Memorial Day is one of the most glorious and sacred of American 
patriotic holidays.  In May 1868, General John A. Logan, Commander in Chief of the grand 
Army of the Republic, proclaimed that this day be utilized for decorating the graves of the 
union soldiers.  In the beginning it was called Decoration Day.   
 
Memorial Day is also observed with parades and loved ones, placing flowers on the graves 
of those, who have died.  Ceremonies are also held at the grave of the Unknown Soldier in 
the National Cemetery at Arlington, Virginia.   
 
In France graves of American soldiers who fought in World War I & II are decorated by both 
Frenchmen and Americans.  Thanks be to God for the freedom, we enjoy, because others 
fought and died to make our freedom secure.   
 
One day Jesus was in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper; while Simon, his family, and 
Jesus were there, a woman came in with an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard, which 
was the most costly oil then in existence.  Mary broke the narrow neck of the small flask in 
order to pour the perfume on the head of Jesus.   
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Some of those at the table were indignant about her actions.  In John we find that it was 
Judas Iscariot who began the murmuring.  We read in John 12:6, "This he said, not that he 
cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put 
therein."  
 
Jesus tells us in Mark 14:7-9, "For ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever ye 
will ye may do them good: but me ye have not always.  She hath done what she could: she 
is come aforehand to anoint my body to the burying.  Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever 
this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world, this also that she hath done shall 
be spoken for a memorial of her."   
 
The deed of Mary, which occurred approximately 2000 years ago, is still full of fragrance.  
The story of her love and devotion had spread all over the face of the earth.   
 
Speaking about memorial, we read Acts 10:1-2, "There was a certain man in Caesarea 
called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band.  A devout man, and one 
that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people and prayed to God 
always."   
 
Cornelius, a Roman centurion, was a Gentile.  Gentiles were despised by the Jews, who 
considered them as outcasts--away from God, and not privileged to enjoy His blessings.  
About three o'clock in the afternoon, he saw a vision from God, and an angel came and 
said, "Cornelius, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up from a memorial before God.  
And now send men to fetch Peter."   
 
Now, the Lord was working with Peter; while he was praying at 12 noon, he became hungry 
and would have eaten, but he fell into a trance.  We read the 11-15 verses, "And saw heaven 
opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the 
four corners, and let down to the earth:   
 
Wherein were all manner of four footed beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping 
things and fowls of the air.  And there came a voice to him, Rise Peter; kill, and eat.  But 
Peter said, Not so, Lord: for I have never eaten anything that is common or unclean." 
 
In the Law of Moses, the Israelites were commanded that they not eat of certain unclean 
animals.  Peter always obeyed this law, but God was trying to teach Peter a lesson, which 
he eventually learned.  However, Peter doubted this vision.  When God asks His children 
to do His bidding, He goes before and prepares a way.  That is why those who do His will 
can never go astray.   
 
While Peter pondered the vision, three men, from Cornelius came to him and explained why 
they were there.  The next day they journeyed to Caesarea to meet Cornelius.   
 
We read the 25th-26th verses, "And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell 
down at his feet, and worshipped him. But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself 
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also am a man."  And Peter told Cornelius, "It is unlawful for a Jew to keep company with 
one of another nation, but God showed me that I should not call any man common or 
unclean."  Then Peter opened his mouth and spoke.   
 
Let us read verses 34-35 & 38-39, "Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 
But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.  
Now God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power:  who went about 
doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil;  for God was with Him.  And 
we are witnesses of all things which did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; 
whom they slew and hanged on a tree."   
 
Notice that all the disciples, not just those who had seen the Lord Jesus in body, were to be 
witnesses of the things which were told.  Then Peter preached in power and demonstration 
of the Holy Spirit.   
 
We read the 43rd-44th verses, "To Him (Jesus) give all the prophets witness, that through 
his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins. (Remission means to 
pardon or forgive.  The only condition; whosoever believeth in Him, not them.) While Peter 
yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard."   
 
Thus, we see, the Gentiles received the Holy Spirit immediately in the house of Cornelius, 
when they believed and spoke with tongues (just as the Jews did on the Day of Pentecost), 
before they were baptized in Jesus' name.   
 
There was a special reason for giving the Gentiles the sign of speaking in tongues, as proof 
that they had received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Receiving the same sign, which was first 
given to Jews, was also proof to the Jews that God had accepted the Gentiles, just as He 
had accepted the Jewish believers at Pentecost.   
 
Now the Jewish believers were astonished, because the Gentiles received the Holy Spirit 
like the Jews did.  Then answered Peter, in the 47th-48th verses, "Can any man forbid 
water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as 
we?  And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.  Then prayed they 
him to tarry certain days."  
 
Thus, we find this was a wonder working miracle and a memorial unto God, effected through 
the prayers of Cornelius.  The Holy Spirit will not save anyone, but the name of Jesus will!  
It was Jesus Who shed His blood on the cross for the sins of the world, and only in the name 
of Jesus can one receive remission of sins.  He is the lone Saviour for this lost and dying 
world!   
 
The church at Phillipi, the church at Corinth, the church at Ephesus, and the church at 
Galatia were all baptized into Christ.  We read in Gal. 3:27, "For as many of you as have 
been baptized into Christ have put on Christ."  The Colossians were buried with him in 
baptism too.  Listen to Col.  2:12, "Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 
with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead."   
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We read John 3:5, "Verily, verily I say unto you, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit he   cannot enter into the kingdom of God."   

 
What does it mean to be born of water?  
 
To be born of water is to be immersed in water in the name of Jesus Christ, according to 
Acts 2:38,  "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost."   
 
To be born of the Spirit is to speak in an unknown tongue or language which is the only 
verification of receiving the baptism of the Holy Ghost.  It was baptism in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, without exception. "Why is the name of Jesus Christ so important?" you 
ask.  Acts 4:12 instructs us, "Neither is     there salvation in any other:  for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we  must be saved."   
 
It is a name which is above every name in heaven and in earth, and of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is named.  Naturally, there is a burning question in many today, 
as to the use of Matthew 28:19, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost."  
 
The truth is, there is not one record of an apostle baptizing a convert repeating the words 
in Matt. 28:19.  The name Jesus must be mentioned to fulfill all righteousness.  Father, Son 
and the Holy Ghost are merely titles.  There is no promise of remission of sins or the promise 
of the Holy Ghost, or the gift of healing in Matt.  28:19. The word, "name," is in the singular, 
not plural.  And His name is Jesus, as we read Col.  2:9, "For in Him (Christ Jesus) dwelleth 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily."  
 
Again to make certain, Paul says in Col. 3:17, "And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him."  You are not 
slighting the Father, but giving glory to Him through the name of Jesus Christ.   
 
Yes, TV viewers, when you are baptized, according to Acts 2:38, you are fulfilling Matt. 
28:19, by being baptized in the NAME, not titles!   
 
We also refer to I John 2:22-23 which says, "Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is 
the Christ?  He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.  Whosoever denieth the 
Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father 
also."  There are three manifestations but one true God.   
 
Now, let us we focus upon another memorial, which is called "The Passover."  Today we 
refer to it as "The Lord's Supper."  The Passover is a type of Christ, our Redeemer.  We 
read in Luke 22:7-8, "Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the passover must be 
killed.  And he sent Peter and John, saying, Go and prepare us the passover, that we may 
eat."   
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We find that the Passover or the Last Supper was held in the UPPER ROOM where the 120 
tarried for the Holy Ghost on the Day of Pentecost.  We read the 15th-16th verses: "And he 
said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer.  For 
I say unto you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the Kingdom of God."  
 
This was the last true passover.  The Passover celebrated God's deliverance of His people 
from the power and bondage of Egypt. Hence, the Lord gave a new MEMORIAL SUPPER, 
the LORD'S SUPPER, the purpose of which was to remember Him and show His death, 
until He came again.   
 
This was a memorial of a more wonderful deliverance; the deliverance of the sinner from 
the bondage and power of sin and the devil.  Here, also, He took His people out from the 
old Covenant or Testament into the new as, we read the 20th verse: "Likewise also the cup 
after supper, saying This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you."  
 
The disciples met together on the first day, Sunday, for their worship and breaking of bread.  
On Saturday the Lord Jesus lay in the tomb; on Sunday He rose triumphantly over death, 
hell, and the grave.  We read Acts 20:7, "And upon the first day of the week when the 
disciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the 
morrow; and continued his speech until midnight."   
 
Listen to I Cor.  10:16-17, "The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of 
the blood of Christ?  The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of 
Christ?  For we being many are one bread, and one body, for we are all partakers of that 
one bread."   
 
This refers to the commemoration of the Lord's Supper, in which the cup and bread, which 
we break, expresses the true union of all believers, and speaks of the Savior's Blood, shed, 
and His Body, given for us all.   
 
We continue with reading verses: 21-22, "Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup 
of devils:  ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of devils.  Do we 
provoke the Lord to jealousy?  are we stronger than He?"  Definitely not!   
 
We read II Cor.  6:17-18, "Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.  And will be a Father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord  Almighty."  
 
The context proves that these scriptures refer to a separation from all, which is unclean, 
that is, unholy things and evil people.  That is one side of separation, and the Christian is 
also to be separated, but to God.   
 
A person, living in the world, cannot live entirely apart from the evil in the world; after all, we 
are not yet boarding in Heaven, but a Christian must refuse to participate in anything that is 
evil.   
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It was the world which crucified the Christian's Savior.  Not until the Christian lives the truly 
separated life can he have full fellowship with God his heavenly Father, and not until then 
will his service bear fruit for the Lord.     
 
Listen to I Cor. 11:20, "When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat 
the Lord's Supper."  The early Christians held a Love-feast before the Lord's Supper, and 
the food they each brought was shared by all.   
 
Some were greedy and selfish, however, and this caused a bad spirit for the remembrance 
feast which followed.   
 
Partaking of the Lord's Supper is in remembrance of His precious blood, shed for the 
remission of sins.  The Lord's Supper should be partaken only by those whose faith is in 
Christ, and it is to continue until He comes.   
 
We read verses 26-28, "For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show 
the Lord's death till he come.  Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup 
of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.  But let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup."   
 
This feast is the second ordinance of the church; the first is baptism.  It is a very serious 
thing to take the Lord's Supper, if there is something wrong between you and God, as He 
tells us in verses: 31-32,  
 
"For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.  But when we are judged, we 
are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world."  This means 
that, all true born again believers must examine themselves and confess their sins, before 
God, that they be put away and escape judgment.   
 
Some years ago General MacArthur made a speech and quoted the old army song, "OLD 
SOLDIERS NEVER DIE."  But I am not here to talk about the General, but of another soldier 
in the Lord--a soldier of the Cross.  He is the Apostle Paul.   
 
He realized he had but a short time left because he would soon die.  But He knew his soul; 
his spirit; the real Paul would live forever with Jesus.  Yes, "Old Soldiers in the Lord" never 
die, they live forever!   
 
There was a time Paul hated Jesus and the cross, and he fought against Christianity.  But 
one day the Captain of his salvation, stopped him on the dusty Damascus Road and spoke 
to him.   
 
We read Acts 9:3-6, "And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there 
shined round about him a light from heaven: And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice 
saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord?   
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And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks.  And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?  And the 
Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do."   
 
Now the men that were with him heard the "voice," as a sound, but did not hear the "voice" 
articulating the words, "Saul, Saul," etc.  And the Lord spoke to Ananias.  We read the 11th-
12th verses, "Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house 
of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth.  And hath seen in a vision 
a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his 
sight."   
 
Paul was a chosen vessel for the Lord and suffered greatly for His name's sake.  Ananias 
laid hands on Paul, and he was filled with the Holy Ghost and was baptized.  From that day 
on He became the greatest and most effective soldier Jesus ever had.   
 
Paul said a soldier in the Lord must not entangle himself with the affairs of this life, as we 
read II Tim.  2:4, "No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he 
may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier."    
 
That's the trouble, too many saints are "mixed" up with the things of this world.   
 
Yes, viewers, when you are too busy to do something for God, you are busier than God 
wants you to be.  Put Jesus first in your life and everything else will fall in place.  A good 
soldier must endure hard times, as Paul did, and like Paul, rejoice in his suffering for Christ's 
sake.   
 
Paul's life was marked by the highest loyalty to his great Commander--Christ Jesus!  We 
read II Tim. 4:7, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith."  
 
Will you be able to say at the end like Paul, "I have fought a good fight"?  I hope so!  Paul 
goes on to say, "I have finished my course."  Life is just like a race track. Paul laid aside 
every weight and every besetting sin and ran the race with patience.   
 
Yes, viewers, God has a course for you to run, also, and you ought to say, "Lord, what will 
Thou have me to do?" Good question, there's so much to do in the house of the Lord and 
so little time in which to do it.   
 
Next Paul says, "I have kept the faith." Can you say that when your time comes?  Jesus 
tells us in Matt.  24:13, "But he that shall endure unto the end the same shall be saved."  
 
Finally, Paul says, "The time of my departure is at hand: and I am ready to be offered." He 
knew he was not going to die a natural death, but that he would be slain.   
 
Thus, it was time to hoist the anchor and move out over the ocean. When a ship sails out 
of one harbor, it anchors in another.  Paul knew when he moved out of this life, he would 
cross the ocean of death and anchor his soul forever in the Holy City of God.    
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If you would like to learn more about God’s Word and the Church, and view these 
telecast presentations in their entirety, please visit our website at  
http://Jesuscomingsoon.org. 
 

Until our next telecast, this is your host, Head Pastor W i l l i a m  Han, Jr. 
expressing my sincerest appreciation to each of you, who have allowed us to come 
into your homes. May the good Lord bless and keep you all in the hollow of His hands. 
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