TELECAST SERMON FOR
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 2021
"ITS CLOSER THAN YOU MAY THINK!"
HEAD PASTOR BILLY HAN, JR.
Thank you Melvin!
Today, telecast viewers, I have an urgent plea for you. I simply want to say, "It's time to
come out of the world. This is no time to be compromising with sin." These are such
perilous times in which we live, with violence and aggression in our so-called "own back
yards," and such sordid events occurring, as drive-by shootings in residential areas and
public parks, resulting in deaths and injuries, as well as fatal and horrendous terroristic
bombings. Our only recourse is to depend on Jesus to make all "crooked" paths straight
and to protect us with His Precious Blood and Name. Thus, I invite you to partake of
today's TV sermon, entitled "IT'S CLOSER THAN YOU MAY THINK!"
What should be paramount upon every mind is, "How close are we to the coming of the
Lord? and, TV Viewers, Are you prepared for it?" The New Testament encourages us to
live in the light of Christ's second coming. We do not know when Jesus is returning, but
we do know that He is coming.
Two things threaten and can prevent believers from obtaining the promise given to the
Bride of Christ. The first is satan himself, with all his divisiveness and deceitfulness. The
second is sin, which is disobedience against the known will of God. It is, therefore,
important for all Christians to guard themselves against the wiles of the devil, and abstain
from sinful lifestyles.
Let us read in I Peter 4:7, "But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober, and
watch unto prayer." Jesus reprimanded the Pharisees and Sadducees for their inability to
see what was quite obvious. They professed to read the condition of the sky, to predict
when it would be fair or foul weather. However, Jesus referring to them as hypocrites,
said, "But can ye not discern the signs of the times."
Saints, who are out of touch with the Lord, will miss the obvious signs of His coming.
Plainly speaking, the Lord will arrive as a thief in the night, to rapture the few that yearn
for His return, and on the other side of the coin, many will be caught unaware.
I am sure you are familiar with the term, "The Monday morning quarterback." Well, the
downside of "Monday morning quarterbacking," or "hindsighting," is that the game has
already been lost, and the losses encountered cannot be recovered. For the athlete, they
move on from the loss and prepare for the next game. Under those circumstances one
can hopefully learn from one's mistakes.
However, when talking about the rapture of the Saints, there is only one try at it, and they
must be ready for it. To prepare for it, one must be walking circumspectly, redeeming the
times! On that accord, we ought not to wait for the end of the year or the beginning of
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each year to make changes in our lives, but we should constantly be making immediate
changes that perfect measures that will keep us from sin.
Paul refers to this needed change, as we read to I Corinthians 7:29-31, "But this I say,
brethren, the time is SHORT: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though
they had none; and they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as
though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed not; and they that
use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of this world passeth away."
In essence, TV viewers, Paul is saying, "Put Jesus first in your lives!" The "Monday
morning quarterback," following the "resurrection morning," will be a very painful
experience for those who are left behind. It will be a lesson, learned the hard way!
The believer has numerous resources that will assure eternal life. First, is the Lord Jesus
Christ. He has proven to be the conqueror of all things, even death itself. Heaven is His
abode, and He has made the earth His footstool. All the power, whether it be in heaven
or on the earth, has been given to him. Secondly, is the faith that must be perfected in
Jesus Christ. Paul tells us that without faith, it is impossible to please Jesus.
The beauty of the Gospel of the kingdom of God is its simplicity, and it takes faith to walk
in it. The "Gospel" begins and ends with Jesus. Jesus existed before Genesis was
conceived, and will be there after the book of Revelation is fulfilled.
Let us read John 3:14-16, "And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so
must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have eternal life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever lasting life."
Yes, Jesus came into this world to seek and to save that which was lost. Though His
efforts were to manifest His glory through a "special and peculiar people," because of
disobedience and sin, he has concluded that all are under sin, whether Jew or Gentile;
there is none righteous in his eyes, "No not one!"
The question you may be asking yourself this morning, TV viewers is "What can I do
about the inheritent sin that separates me from Jesus Christ?" It is a question that was
often asked in the New Testament, and profoundly answered by Jesus, Himself, and
those who were filled with the Holy Ghost. Turning to Mark 1:14-15 we read, "Now after
John was put in prison, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of
God, and saying, the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and
believe the gospel."
The forerunner of Jesus, John the Baptist, preached of the righteousness that would
follow him. John accomplished his work wholeheartedly, and was faithful to his calling
until the very end. He preached the righteousness of God, and stood firmly against sin.
Such preaching brought about his death by beheading. This severe ending, however,
was purposed by God that it be as such. The purpose of John the Baptist's ministry was
2

to prepare the way, compelling all to believe upon the true son of God, Who was soon to
come after him.
John's ministry was limited to the repentance of sins, rather than the removal of them.
His ministry could not give and neither promise eternal life, nor was there any promise of
the Holy Ghost. His ministry could not heal the sick, afflicted, or the tormented. His
ministry could not battle the final adversary, which is death. Therefore, raising the dead to
life was inconceivable. However, John knew the boundaries of his ministry, the purpose
of his calling and the message that he was to bring to the world.
John testified that though he was not the Christ, he was fervently waiting for Christ. We
read in Matthew 3:11, "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that
cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize
you with the Holy Ghost and with fire." Here John speaks of the Savior. John speaks of
Him with such great reverence and respect, such that he is not worthy to carry the shoes
that Christ wears.
While John was baptizing at Jordan, Jesus came to the Jordan River banks to be
baptized. Upon fixing his eyes upon Jesus, John knew in his heart that this was the
Christ, The Anointed that was sent of God to deliver Israel. Let us read in John 1:29-30,
"The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world. This is he of whom I said, After me cometh a man
which is preferred before me; for he was before me."
The deity of Jesus Christ is very simple to understand. God is manifested in the flesh, in
the person of Jesus Christ. John acknowledged the origin of Jesus. Though John had an
important responsibility, yet, Jesus was preferred above John in the eyes of God. Though
John was physically born 6 months before Jesus, John acknowledged that Jesus existed
before him. How could these things be?
Turning to John 8:52-58, we read of a confrontation Jesus experienced with the
Pharisees. "Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham
is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste
of death. Art thou greater than our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are
dead: whom makest thou thyself? Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour is
nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is your God: Yet ye
have not known him; but I know him; and if I should say, I know him not, I shall be a liar
like unto you: but I know him, and keep his saying. Your Father Abraham rejoiced to see
my day: and he saw it, and was glad. Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet fifty
years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Before Abraham was, I AM!"
Here, Jesus identifies Himself and His origin. No other words could be said, other than, "I
AM" which could describe the association Jesus had with God, His Father. The
Pharisees were, indeed, of the loins of their father, Abraham, but Jesus came from the
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bosom of His Father, the Almighty God. God is a spirit, and to see God and his
righteousness, one's eyes must be fixed firmly on Jesus Christ, The Anointed and Savior.
We read in John 3:5, "Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born of water and of the spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."
When Jesus approached John at the banks of the Jordan to be baptized by him, John
questioned, and said, "Shouldn't you be baptizing me?" Jesus humbly responded, "Suffer
it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness. Then he suffered him."
Jesus was baptized, setting the pattern of good works for us to follow. For God's plan to
work, every aspect of the plan must be fulfilled. Though John had the greatest respect
and reverence for Jesus, to "fulfill all righteousness," there was a need for him to baptize
Jesus, whereby justifying the faith in God.
Jesus, on the other hand, though he "knew no sin," humbled Himself and was baptized
with the baptism for the repentance of sins. He too, was "fulfilling all righteousness," that
God's plan of salvation might be perfected in him.
Now let us read Acts 2:38, "Then Peter said unto them, Repent and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost."
Jesus' arrival at the theater of life, confirms what we read previously in Mark chapter 1,
"The time is fulfilled." When Jesus came, He fulfilled every aspect or "tittle" of the law.
Simultaneously, He fulfilled the purpose of John's "baptism of repentance," which was to
believe on Him, which should follow. Comparing the two ministries, you will find a
tremendous difference: that is, how Jesus fulfills and supersedes the preaching of John.
This is not a bad reflection upon John, because Jesus acknowledged how those who
were born of women, there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist, and yet, Jesus
went on to say, "But he that is the least in the kingdom of God, is greater than he."
The designation of John being the best of all the prophets, was not that he performed
miracles, because in reality no miracle was performed through his hands. He did not eat
richly and was not adorn with robes and attire, associated with the those of the
synagogue. Instead, he wore a garment made of camel's hair, and around his waist was
a girdle of leather.
His meals consisted of locusts and wild honey. John's baptism was the voice to Israel,
preparing the way of the Savior. This is what elevated him in the eyes of Jesus, and yet,
the least person in the kingdom of God was greater than him? Why? Because what the
saved have, John and all those before him did not experience, but only yearned and
hoped to experience. We read in Acts 4;12, "Neither is there salvation in any other, for
there is none other name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved."
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At the mount of transfiguration, Peter, James, and John trembled at the voice that spoke,
"This is my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased," the identical words that were
spoken when Jesus was baptized by John in the river, Jordan. When they lifted up their
faces from the ground, recovering from their frightened state, they saw no man, "Save
Jesus only!" The disciples had intended to build three tabernacles: One for Elias, one for
Moses, and one for Jesus.
However, the voice from heaven, made it very clear, as to where they were to place their
devotion. This is the intent of every example set forth by Jesus, that salvation is found in
him alone, and there is no other. Prayerfully, you will accept Jesus as your Lord and
Savior, and be baptized in the name of Jesus!
Looking closely at the scriptures, three facts are being pointed out in the scripture we
have read in I Peter chapter 4. The first being, today the promises of God are being
fulfilled; God is manifesting Himself in a manner, which compels unbelievers towards
repentance.
Simultaneously, Jesus is comforting His people, assuring them that His return is closer
than when they first believed. The stage is set, the seats in the theater of life are filled,
and the curtain for the final act is about to be raised. The question is, "Are you ready?"
The span of time and distance between you and the coming of the Lord is not favorable to
you if you have not kept His commandments! Yes, TV viewers, the coming of the Lord is
closer than you may think!
Facing the circumstances, you must ask yourself, "To what resurrection will I be raised?"
Let us read in John 5: 28-29, "Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all
that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of
damnation."
The decision will always remain with the individual, regarding the salvation of the soul.
The facts of good and evil, and the blessings that follow the good, and consequences of
evil are laid out fully, by Spirit-filled and inspired preachers. Jesus uses the foolishness of
preaching to bring mankind to repentance. However, few are drawn to his righteousness
because of unbelief.
We read in Deuteronomy 30:11-15, & 19, "For this commandment which I command thee
this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that thou
shouldest say, Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it,
and do it?
Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the sea for us,
and bring it unto us, that we may hear of it and do it? But the word is very nigh unto thee,
in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it See, I have set before thee this day
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life and good, and death and evil; ......I call heaven and earth to record this day against
you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life,
that both thou and thy seed may live."
These were the parting words of Moses, spoken to Israel before he died. He impressed
upon them to "set your hearts on the words of the Lord and observe to do them, it is a
worth while effort, because it is YOUR life that is at stake!"
When Moses "went the way of the world," which was death, he was 120 years of age.
The Lord was real to Moses, who conversed with God, as a man would, speaking to a
friend.
This reflects the intimacy Moses had with the God of Israel, and how God in turn spoke
clearly and plainly to His anointed. Though at the age of 120 years, God's glory and
presence enhanced his physical appearance, where the eyes of Moses never became
dim or was impeded with blurred vision, nor his natural force, that is his physical being,
abated, meaning he appeared younger than he really was.
Moses was buried in the plains of Moab, and no man knows the location of his sepulcher
unto this day. A scripture tells us, "And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto
Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face!"
Being an authoritative figure over Israel, Moses appeared in the transfiguration of Jesus
along with the prophet, Elias. Peter, James and John were privileged to be witnesses to
this event.
Taken to the top of a mountain to pray, the countenance of Jesus was altered. The glory
of the heavens was bestowed upon Him, as His face did shine like the sun, and His
raiment became white as light. They observed Moses and Elias, conversing with Jesus.
How did these disciples know, who these men were, except that Jesus would have told
them. Moses lived 1700 years, and Elijah 980 years.
Photographs were not available, but what did live on was their reputations. They were as
familiar to Peter, James, and John, as though they had walked with them.
The scriptures, which they loved, revealed the characters of Moses and Elijah. The Holy
Spirit the disciples were about to receive, revealed the identities of the prophets.
The revelation revealed through the transfiguration is the Saints preserved under the law,
and the saints to be translated. They are joined together with the mediator between God
and man, which is Jesus Christ.
The second part of the scripture in I Peter 4:7 requires believers to be 'sober.' Believers
must be serious and sincere about their faith, perfecting the spirit and mind of Christ. The
urgency and sensitivity to the times play a key part in the success of the believer.
Spiritually speaking, being sober simply means being "alert and aware."
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Let us read Romans 13:11-14, "And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to
awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is
far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put
on the armor of light.
Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and
wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not
provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lust thereof."
The changes that we as individuals must make to please the Lord are sizable but not
impossible. I truly believe in my heart, we are living in the 'last days,' therefore, the
Saints must come out of the world, and its pleasures.
Jesus is speaking strongly, imploring the Saints to come closer still, but many do not feel
compelled to do so. When the call comes, "Come Up Hither," only the righteous will hear
it. They will be the Bride of Christ. Those who will be left behind to suffer the Tribulation
period will find it very difficult to be saved. Remember the "Monday Morning
Quarterback?"
The third portion of I Peter 4:7 highlights the necessity of a response. Response time is
very important, especially when there is a great deal at stake.
During a war time alert, the response time is critical. When a person suffers a heart
attack, the reaction time is critical to prevent debilitating consequences. When a person
is hospitalized, and the equipment used to monitor the vital statistics for survival, alarms
the medical staff, it must respond quickly to save that life.
When a swimmer is in distress, the lifeguard must respond quickly. All these are
examples that pertain to the saving of a life. Prayerfully, TV viewers, your response time
to "The Gospel" and to the call of Jesus, will be immediate and without hesitation,
because your life and soul are at stake.
With this portion of the scripture, Jesus calls us to prayer. Do you remember the words of
Jesus, "Watch and pray, lest ye enter into temptation!"
Jesus admonished His disciples because they fell asleep. When they accompanied
Jesus to the top of the mountain, they fell asleep, and witnessed only a portion of the
transfiguration. Likened to some of the Saints today, a lack of urgency and the sensitivity
to the times, will cause some to fall to the way side.
I assure you, TV viewers, we are living in the "lasts days!" Therefore, in view of His
coming, we cannot afford to waste our time and energies on the foolish and perishable
things that are found in the world.
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Believers must live "soberly," seeking first, the kingdom of God and His righteousness.
We read Matthew 6:33, "But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be added unto you!"
Priorities and values must be reassessed, because we are living in the last days. Thus,
Peter addressed the need for the congregation to be sober physically, and to be
Spiritually minded.
Why did Peter mention prayer? Well, with so many things in this world that can detract or
derail us from fully following the Lord, prayer will keep us in touch with Jesus. The more
communication we have with the Lord, our relationship with Him will improve as well.
Besides, being chosen by the Lord, Moses, Joshua, and the prophets always resorted to
prayer. The lines of communication remained open continually. God spoke to them
directly, and they listened and performed the doing of it to the fullest extent.
When they cried unto the Lord God, he heard their cries. God responded immediately,
and today his reaction time is the same for us, as it was for them. Jesus is just a prayer
away, and calling upon His name always will bring deliverance.
We read Romans 10:13, "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved." Always remember, the time and effort invested in prayer, will always bring a high
return, that is most beneficial to our Spiritual well being.
God is impressed by what he sees in the heart of man. Yes, television viewers, you can
be sure He will turn away, if the heart does not show an effort to achieve repentance and
forgiveness.
Mankind has tried to achieve the grace of God through an accumulation of good works,
but the Lord has refused it. Mankind, has attempted to put God into an image, formed by
vain imaginations, and He has denounced it.
However, obedience will always be the factor, which will hold His attention. It is the path
that leads directly to Him, but few will acknowledge it. It is a simple path to follow,
because Jesus took the time to make it easier for all to follow, but they must choose to
follow on their own accord.
Preparing His disciples for the end times, Jesus reinforced His imminent return with the
parable of the fig tree. Let us read of the parable and the point that is being made
through the use of the parable.
Turning to Luke 21: 29-36 we read, "And he spake to them a parable; Behold the fig tree,
and all the trees; When the now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own selves that
summer is now nigh at hand. So likewise ye, when ye see these things come to pass,
know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.
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Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled. Heaven and
earth shall pass away; but my words shall not pass away. And take heed to yourselves,
lest at any time your hearts be over charged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares
of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.
For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.
WATCH! ye therefore, and PRAY! always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all
these things that SHALL! come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man."
Will you humble yourself, and discern the signs of the times? The signs of His coming
are obvious, and compelling! In the parable, Jesus takes the simple things of life, to
emphasize the point being made. He reassures us that His word is true, and what he
says He will do and what He has promised, He will fulfill.
That is why we can place our full confidence in the Word of God. We are reminded, that
in the last days, the faith of the Saints will be engaged by the devil. Therefore, the cares
of this life should not be a priority. Neither should one be remiss and enjoy the pleasures
of sin, saying, "The Lord delayeth His coming!"
That is exactly what satan wants you to do television viewers. The remedy, that will help
us to ascertain eternal life, is what Peter and Matthew spoke of, "Watch and pray that ye
may be accounted worthy!" Yes, Jesus is coming soon, and His coming is closer than
you may think!
If you would like to know more about God’s Word, the Church, and review these telecast
presentations in its entirety, please visit our website at Jesuscomingsoon.org
Until our next telecast, this is your host, Pastor Billy Han, Jr., expressing my sincerest
appreciation to each of you, who have allowed us to come into your homes. May the good
Lord bless and keep you all in the hollow of His hands.
Entire contents of this text © copyright 2021 by The Apostolic Faith Church (Jesus
Coming Soon), Honolulu, Hawaii. All rights reserved.
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